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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Our respected contributor, Mr. John Seouller, strangely 
misunderstands Darwin and the drift of his teaching ; and 
his play upon the word ‘descent’ almost amounts to the 
grotesque. Before evidence, we should not have believed that 
reader of Darwin could possibly have contrasted Darwinism 
with the theory of the ascent of man, Darwin, of course, 
uses the word ‘descent’ only in the ordinary sense of 
ming after ancestors; but his whole argument is a 
nonstration of man's usent. Mr. Seouller puts himself 
out of court,’ and right across the road as well, when he 
B 
Thus we find that Darwinism stands in direct opposition 
e science of biology, the one speaking of descent in con- 
on with the evolution of living beings, while the other 
of ‘ascent.’ . From all which, the conclusion 
be that, instead of being a descen! from animal pro- 
ors, man is the very highest product, the crowning 
, of Nature. 
lut, as we have said, the very essence of Darwinism is 
oetrine of the rise of man., 


Mr. Scouller is a little over positive, surely, when he 
hat if we adopt the theory of the soul's beginning 
he body ‘the conclusion is irresistible that it must 
ish with the body.’ But this conclusion is by no 
tresistible. On the contrary, it appears to us to be 
est assumption, and therefore eminently resistible. 
it is difficult to follow Mr. Scouller through all his 
assumptions. One other, however, we must 
He says :— 

it not seem a monstrous thing to imagine that a 
ical act on the part of a pair of humans could have 
; of so arousing the Divine Creative Energy that an 
w immortal soul is at once ereated and despatched 
r world, it may be, very much to the grief and shame 
worthy parents ? 

e such an imagination would be ‘a monstrous 
»ybody harboured it. But we never met any- 
we say is that man, by natural law, 
has and js, whatever that may be. The 
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you sick? Let him call for the Elders of the Church : and 
jet them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of the Lord : and the prayer of Faith shall save him that is 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. Now, inspired by this 
doctrine, down to the reign of George L there was a regular 
Church of England service, in which the monarch, as the 
head and High Priest of that Church, laid hands on sick per- 
sons, After quoting from the sixteenth chapter of St. Mark 
the words, ‘They shall lay their hands on the sick and 
they shall recover, the book of the Ceremony proceeds 
to say : 

‘Then shall the infirm Persons, one by one, be presented 
to the King upon their Knees, and as every one is presented, 
and while the King is laying his Hands upon them, and 
putting the Gold about their necks, the Chaplain that 
olliciates, turning himself to his Majesty, shall say these 
Words following : 

* (19d give a blessing to this work ; and grant that thes 
sick Persons, on whom the King lays his Hands, may recover, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’ 

Well there is plenty of Scriptural authority for all this, 
both in the Old and the New darn When, therefore, 
a Christian Seientist, or a Peculiar Person, is charged with 
manslaughter, his witnesses before “kissing the Book” 
; ought to ask the Judge if he believes in the texts 
on which these practices are founded. If he replies ‘ Yes, 
as a conscientious man he ought to direct an acquittal ; if 
‘No, then of what value is an oath ora trial under such 
conditions ! 

At a recent inquest, the ‘Christian Scientist’ who had 
attended the deceased to pray and exercise that faith which 
the Bible tells us is capable of removing mountains, was 
censured by the jury, who, apparently, did not believe in 
Biblical recommendations, for not having used * material 
means’ for the recovery of the sick one. But why persecute 
these Bible believers so long as we are printing every year 
millions of copies of the Bible, cireulated amongst all 
countries, through the agencies of the Missionary Societies, 
and to such an extent, it was reported not long ago, that 
their leaves are being used by Eastern peoples to make papier- 
mâché tables? If the Bible believers are to be discredited 
for not using ‘material means, what shall be said of the 
hypnotists, whose operations the eminent Sir William 
Broadbent approves! They don't employ * material means’ ; 
they cure by ‘suggestion’ and ‘thoughts, just like the 
Christian Scientists. 


Mr. E. Howard's arresting and impressive book, 
“To-morrow: a peaceful path to real reform’ (London: 
Swan Sonnenschein and Co.), ought to seeure the attention 
of all spiritually-minded persons who long for better con- 
ditions of life for ‘the masses.’ It is an undoubted fact 
that the exodus from the country to the towns and cities 
of England is an appalling phenomenon, socially at all 
events, and. economically also, in all probability. No one 
can yet tell to what England. is drifting, or what her next 
century's work will be ; but assuredly, beneath the surface, 
a tremendous change is going on, and many of the truest 
seers are keenly urgent that * Back to the country” should 
he the foremost ery of the coming century. 

Mr, Howard is deeply impressed with the need of some 
practical and, in this book, he works it out on entirely 
practical lines, His dream of ideal communities can be 
and is translated into the formulas and methods of business. 
country: is 2^ for the SUR ete is 
pp too ea ut annexing 
ia pytes about the 
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to be in sympathy with every effort to humanise and uplift 
life, will wish well to every thinker or worker w ho can 
throw any light upon the greatest problem of our time. 

We cannot but think that men like Mr. Howard are 
moved by the higher powers, and that, in some way, their 
work will tell. 


We have just heen reading Helen Wilmans’ new hook, 
* A search for freedom’ It. is the story of her own life, 
told with captivating brilliance, smartness and humour. It 
beats the mere novels on their own ground, and has all the 
additional charm of truth, Mrs, Wilmans is the editor of 
that most original and spirited paper, ‘Freedom,’ the author 
of several clever Mental Science books, and a well-known 
healer, We gather, too, that she expects to win the game 
against death, and to go on living indefinitely in her 
beautiful Florida home, That expectation is all of a piece 
with her extraordinary life. 

Incidentally, the book gives us some vivid character 
sketehes, and many exceedingly clever reflections upon the 
thousand life problems which push themselves under the 
eyes of everyone who really counts; but the charm of it 
is its abandonment, its homely but brilliant outpouring 
of personal experiences and observation. It is nowhere 
great, but it is everywhere amusing. It nowhere thrills, 
but it everywhere compels one to read on. It is to be had 
from Mr. C. C. Post, Sea Breeze, Florida, U.S.A., and its 
price, we believe, is 1.50dol. 


Ey the way, we often find ‘Freedom’ very breezy and 
sunny, and even its romping unconventionalities are 
piquant and pretty. There is a great deal of good sense in 
it, too. The following, for example, is not exactly pro- 
found or dignitied, but it is uncommonly wholesome, and is 
not without philosophical value, notwithstanding the 
absence of hard words ;— 

To-day at the dinner table I asked Mrs. Bernard if 
ome ever told her what a beautiful laugh she had. This 
turned the conversation to the subject of laughing, and to 

effects of laughing generally. Mrs. Bernard told of a 
was in some sort of position where he had to listen 
many complaints. ‘Those whe vn tl him with 
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as it is convincing, We are glad to report that the | 


has reached a second edition. 


From the writer of ‘The New Orthodoxy’ artic, 
Indian magie, we have received a protest. respecting A 
note on pages 262-3, We applied the word ‘ignorant? ; 
the identification of Spiritualism with supernaturali, 
But it appears that the writer of the article was quoting 
some one else, although he did not use quotation marks 
The article did not warn us that when the writer said :] 
he meant some one else, — It is true that he said he gave his 
illustrations ‘on the authority ' of another, but he appears] 
to speak for himself. We recommend a less economical 


use of quotation marks. 


‘The Citizen's Advocate ` says 

The last Legislature abolished the use of the Bible jy 
the Maryland courts in administering the usual oath. A 
most sensible thing ; it should have been done long ago 


Within a few more centuries the human race will be, com 
paratively speaking, free from a great many drawbacks 
The use of the 


which handicap its progress at present 
Bible for such purpose is a relie of superstition and ignor 
ance. The name of God should be left out altogether in 
oaths. Man cannot be made a truthful creature by the 
calling upon God to witness his declaration, any more than 
he could be made a good man by confinement in a prison 
Freedom, education and liberty make men truthful and 
honourable. ‘Those who have an improper conception of 
right and wrong cannot be taught those principles by force. 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
A social meeting of Members and Associates will 
be held on Wednesday evening, December 21st, in the 
Banqueting Room, St. James's Hall (entrance from Regent 
street) the French Drawing Room, in which these gatherings 
have usually been held, not being sufliciently commodions 
Admission will be 4y ticket only. Two tiekets will be sent 
toeach Member, and one to each Associate, but both Members 
and Associates can have additional tickets for the use of 
friends on payment of Is. 6 


SPIRITUALISM IN PARIS. 

The group of men, including Dr. kneausse, G. Delanne! 
A. Dubet, and M. Durville, who founded the Spiritualistic 
Press Syndicate, have now instituted a society for lecturing 
on Spiritualism. Tt will meet at the building of the Socié 
Savantes, 28, Rue Serpente, Paris, on the fourth Friday 
month, at 8.30 pm. Dr, Papus delivered the first 

Novembes 25th, followed by discussion. Repre 
r schools will speak on subsequent occa 
be addressed to the secretary, M. 
above address. 
sx Syndicate continues to do useful 
nember of the different schools together 

nner, and thus breaking down the 
ich have held the several groups of 
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THE IMMORTALITY OF MAN. 
CHRISTIAN OR. SPIRITUALIST—WHICH ? 


A debate upon this question took place at the Surrey 
Masonic Hall, Camberwell, on Monday evening, November 


‘gist, between Mr. W. E. Lowe, the leader of the South 
Landon Spiritualist Mission, and the Rey. A. J. WALDRON, 
Jecturer for the Christian Evidence Society. The Rev. J 
Hurenmon occupied the chair. 
The debate waso by Mr. Wanpzos, who stated the 
grounds of his belief in immortality as held by the philo 
wophieal thinkers of Christianity, He held first by the 
üthority of the race ; the belief in immortality was world 
e and had existed from the earliest times, and he claimed 
that man was a thinking, personal, volitional being, and as 
+h possessed an instinct of immortality. He referred to 
great world teachers, poets, and prophets, as holding and 
leaching the doctrine. The death and resurrection of the 
reatost of these world-teachers Christ 
rown of their hope and the foundation of their faith as 
Christians, “He founded his interpretation of immortality 
on the teaching of Christ, and that was the platform on 
which he stood. 
- "Phe speaker then proceeded to draw adistinetion between 
he manner of Christ's return from the dead and the speeious 
tricky manifestations of Spiritualism, the calling up of 
nbodied spirits, slate-writing, and legerdemain, The 
ming back of Christ was in actual bodily shape, not as à 
Piritualistic materinlisation that dissolved with the 
ing on of the gas light. 
he final platform for examination was the human 
ciousness ; it was on the primary facts of human 
msciousness, where deceit, trickery, and sham became 
ihsolutely impossible. Having referred to the fallibility of 
lie senses, and the intuitive perception by the mind of 
io matic truth (as shown by our unquestioning acceptance 
Ü Euclid s axioms), Mr. Waldron proceeded to develop the 
tion that Christians knew that Christ lived by the 
ony of human consciousness. 
e next dealt with the scientific aspect of the question. 
egatively considered, science had never been able to 
lemonstrate that death ends all. Positively, science asserted 
fat nothing could be annihilated, The difference between 
I ition and that of Mr. Long was that Ae claimed that 
cent. of the alleged phenomena of Spiritualism could 
counted for by hallucination and by trickery, As for 
nuine residuum, he contended that this was on the 
hot on the psychic, plane, and thought transference, 
bliminal consciousness and hypnotism were causes 
gely associated with it 
nother objection to the claims of Spiritualists was the 
evidence and demonstration, Por extraordinary 
they were logically entitled to ask for extra- 
fdinary testimony. His position was that this extra- 
rdinary testimony had never been given. He quoted the 
of the Seybert: Commission against the interpretation 
piritualisis to their facts, and added that Sir 
iam Crookes was in reality not a Spiritualist, 
his concluding remarks Mr. Waldron stated that every 
we of investigation which had gone into the matter 
ced dead against the spiritualistic interpreta- 
phenomena. The most prominent mediums in 
said, had been. detected in fraud, and he 
ks of Mr. Harrison D. Barrett at the recent 
gress of we regarding the fraud 
iekery which prevailed in American Spiritualism. 
) stood on that platform believing in immor- 
to: tor extent than he could prove, I 
wish prove their case, they should produce 
nn in the light of day, under conditions that 
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lay asleep in the grave. That was because their idea of 
immortality was a matter of belief and not a matter of 
knowledge. He stood by the phenomena which had con- 
verted him from Secularism to Spiritualism, and not by mere 
rhetorie or poetry. He did not care what the Egyptians 
or the Chaldeans believed, and his qualifications were that 
he knew, not through the mediumship of another, but 
through hisown unfolded mediumistie state, that immortality 
re only good so long as they agreed 


was a fact. Theories w 
with the facts. There were matters which could not, he 
contended, be brought into the realm of Euclid. Columbus 
would never have discovered America by a process of reason- 
ing. He had to go there. In the same Spiritualists had to 
adopt practical means of becoming acquainted with the 
He detined immortality as 


existence of the spirit world. 
the birthright of every soul, irrespective of cree d, colour, or 
country ; it was the natural sequence of life here, eon 
tinuing the orderly growth of humanity into the full 


stature of Divine Manhood, 

The problem, Mr. Long contended, was one that must be 
solved by the senses, but Spiritualists claimed more than 
the five senses, They claimed that man was a spiritual 
being with spiritual senses, and if his opponent preferred 
the materialistic position. that man is a creature of five 
senses, then that would be one of the points upon which 
they must disagree, He attirmed that man p ssessed 
spiritual senses, which proved his relationship with the 
spiritual world, and that his spiritual nature conferred upon 
him an immortality which was universal, natural, and pro 
gressive, in contradistinction to the partial, conditional, 

non-progressive immortality taught by the 
to which, however, Mr. Waldron had omitted to 


fixed and 
Churches, 
refer. 

Mr. Long expatiated upon this position at some length, 
citing the seriptural teaching regarding spiritual gifts, and 
dealing with the cardinal principles of existence in the light 
of spirit teachings. The very purpose of life was the 
development of character, and character was the only 
credential in the spirit-world. Salvation was attained by 
Belief 


goodness was the same 


deeds, not creeds ; by the life, not the death, of Jesus. 
was purely a geographical accident 
all the world over. 

Dealing with Mr. Waldron's contention that after his 
resurrection Jesus Christ appeared in actual bodily form, 
Mr. Long said if this were the case, how was it that he could 
appear and disappear at will? If he appeared in the same 
form as before his death, how was it that he was on several 
occasions not recognised by his friends, being in one instance 
mistaken by Mary Magdalene for the gardener? How was 
it he could come into a room when the doors were shut, and 
could appear in different parts of the country ! 

In conclusion, Mr. Long reiterated his position as one 
who possessed direct personal evidence of immortality. It 
mattered nothing to him what Sir William Crookes or any- 
one else said on the subject, The existence of a life beyond 
and the conditions of that life had been revealed to Spirit- 
ualists by the despised means that some people in high 
places saw fit to condemn without understanding, 

Tue CHAIRMAN then announced that the debate would 
continue for another hour, the disputants being allowed a 
quarter of an hour each alternately, 

For the sake of brevity the points made by the two 
speakers in their concluding addresses may be brielly sum- 
marised as follows : 


Mr. Watpnon said that his opponent's position might be 
briefly stated in the words, ‘/ am convinced, He asked 
for evidence. Spiritualists claimed that disembodied souls 
came back. Let them bring the spirits hack, and he would 
provide in London a. representative audience or committee, 
and a professional photographer to photograph the spirits, 
Ml he asked of Spiritualists was that they should provide 
the ghosts. He and his friends would do the rest, Referring 
to Mr. Long's denunciation of the doctrine of eternal punish- 
ment, he quoted tothe audience a passage from Mr. Stainton 
Moses’ “Spirit Teachings,’ in which was taught the final 
tion of spirits who persisted in evil courses, A 

like ackest that had evor 
t Spiritualists could 
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Long's challenge to him regarding the ‘spiritual gifts ' men- 
tioned in the Bible, he described these gifts in the words 
* faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is love.’ As 
to the future of the spirit after leaving the body, he honestly 
admitted he could say nothing. Spiritualism, although in 
one sense modern, was as old as the world. It belonged, not 
to the days of the world’s enlightenment, but to the days of 
its childish ignorance, When man attributed every natural 
phenomenon to spirits. With the march of science the spirits 
had been driven out. Christianity was based on Christ, and 
the Christian’s belief in immortality stood in no need of slate- 
writing. He believed in the communion of saints, not by 
moving tables, not by the trickery of spirit-writing, not by 
the dark séance, nor by the abominable frauds which per 

vaded the history of Spiritualism, 

Mr. Lone, in the course of his reply, said that his 
opponent had spoken of calling up the spirits. That was 

“the first confession of ignorance, They could not be ‘called 

up. but they came, nevertheless. As to the accusations of 
fraud, who were the greatest exposers of mediumistie fraud ? 
Why, the Spiritualists themselves. He (the speaker) had 
unearthed one of the biggest frauds of this kind in the 
Masonic Hall. If Mr. Waldron wanted evidence, let 
him do as he (Mr. Long) had done. He had taken 
ten years to perfect his powers of mediumship. He 
had attained his knowledge by personal investigation, 
and no man would be a Spiritualist on any other 
basis. Mr. Waldron, in his remarks on spiritual gifts 
and their meaning, had deliberately misled the audience. 
The verse quoted ran, ‘And now abideth faith, hope, and 
charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.’ 
This passage did not refer to * spiritual gifts’ at all, and Mr. 
Long proceeded to read the passage in the twelfth chapter 
of Corinthians in which St. Paul had dealt with the subject, 
and had deseribed the vavious gifts, which included the 
‘discerning of spirits, the ‘gifts of healing ' * divers kinds of 
tengues, and the ‘interpretation of tongues.’ The effective- 
ness of this rejoinder was thoroughly appreciated by 
the audience, more so than by Mr. Waldron, who rose to a 
point of order, claiming, that the subject was ‘new matter,’ 
and appealed to the chairman, who ruled that the matter of 
spiritual gifts as now explained had not yet been 
introduced, and was out of order. 

Referring to his opponent's challenge to him to produce 
his evidence, Mr. Long claimed that he was in the position 
of an unbiassed witness to the facts of which he testified, 
He was a prejudiced investigator into Spiritualism, who 
had been convinced of its truth. He was not there to give 
demonstrations, but to testify to his experiences. He 
referred to the fact that on a public platform in 1884, 
independent slate-writing had been produced on locked 

slates through the mediumship of Mr. Eglinton. 

In conclusion, Mr. Long said that Spiritualism was a 
science in the sense that it was a means of investigation. It 
could not be proved by any process of argument ; it was a 
2 of i igation and experience, and he 
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asticism of today, to which the ‘spiritual gifts’ 


: : of St. Pay) 
are a dark saying, to be vaguely explained as ay 


3 m A 4 parables 
figures of speech. The vigour and animation of the det M 
was relleeted by the audience, who applauded the polak 
each speaker vehemently, and occasionally interrupted Te 
with comments of a more or less polemical character, pp, 
voking now and again a smart repartee from the platform. 
The meeting terminated with a vote of thanks to the 
chairman for his able conduct of the proceedings, 
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As I said before, the two series of sittings were inter- 
rupted by a three months’ interval. On my suggesting a 
renewal of them to the Countess, we began the second 
series on January 29th, 1888, in the evening. The Countess 
fell into her usual mediumistie condition in which she was 
wont to write. She appeared, however, to suffer whilst 
doing so. We were alone ; no one besides ourselves, 1 did 
not ask any question, I only called upon the Ego who 
mostly manifested and who pretended to be my friend, 
though he never, so far, had given any precise data so as to 
enable me to recognise him with any certainty, This is 
what the medium's hand wrote :— 

(a) ‘So at last, you have remembered me, my friend; 
ou are ungrateful towards me, who always think of you: 
Do mot forget, dear friend, the hours we have passed 

together ; do not forget our world ; from here will proceed 
the light which will dispel all the darkness and shadows in the 
midst of which you live. Pray and work. If you had not 
thought of me, I should have found a means to remind you 
of your friend, who will yet be able to do much for you, 
Good-bye ; we must not fire the medium, who might suffer. 

Though I was not to ask any more questions, I managed 
to retain, by an effort of will, the invisible agent, asking 
him to help me in a professional matter which worried me 
a good deal at the time and which turned out well, but not 
without trouble. The invisible one added :— 

‘Try to write ; you will then be able to receive messages 
ipud way you will be more convinced of the 
truth of Have courage in this struggle, in which 
[ Be patient, however, I will assist 

mi you forgot ; do not do so any 


the eleventh séance, I must 
aches contained in the 


wish to communicate 
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‘Whilst | shall improve by your contact you will be 


efited also. ] 
" have suffered much in the sphere of darkness where I 


lingered. Cod has permitted me to come to you for my own 
im rovement, Do not abandon me; | await your prayers 
our counsels, 

*] do not name myself, but remember that I am your 
friend, who takes the name of “Giovanni.” I am not the 
Giovanni, though. He is happy ; 1 am not so, yet. 

(d) At the fourteenth séance there were besides ourselves 
the two persons, already mentioned, whom we had hoped to 
convince and with whose assistance we expected to obtain 
physical phenomena ; but after one fruitless attempt, they 
left, uttering some cheap judgments on the spirits who had 
communicated. Left to ourselves, we continued our séance 
and received at once the following messages : 


"Tn a short time longer you would have attained results. 
"There was an excellent medium amongst the new comers 
o isin ignorance of the fact and euts jokes on Spiritism. 
However, when we discover one gifted in this manner, we 
take every means to secure him for our cause, and what has 
escaped from us to-day will soon be recov 
*Our state cannot be defined because you cannot grasp 


à pes ideas, and then you speak too much either of our 
a 


j tion or of our ignorance. . , 
At this moment entered the Signor Cav. De Angelis. We 
interrupted the séance, of course, and were soon engaged in 
an animated conversation on different problems, diseussing 
he messages, their authors, &e. If there were various 
lions they were at any rate expressed in courteous 
guage. On resuming the séance, the medium wrote 
ontaneously the following communication. This language, 
raying proud contempt and anger, was a striking con- 
to the previous message, remarkable for its peaceful 
modest tone : 
"How many things you pretend to know, and yet you 
understand nothing — presumptuous men ! Of what use is 
u to know how to disintegrate matter? You fancy 
elves so clever, and you do not know even how much 
‘jor is a spirit of the lowest degree of our world to you, 
cientists of earth ! 
he perception of our ideas is altogether above your 
| intellect. But I will stop—l might go too far. 
careful how you judge things erroneously. However, 
reviously, you are so presumptuous! Be satisfied 
inferior spirits, and pray God that you may even 
e us when you shall have left the earth, 
\ friend who does not deceive. Act up to 
you not to insist on any more writing 
of the medium falling into eatalepsy-" 
was this Ego who penetrated into our circle with- 
invited or having been previously announced ? 
e may have been deserved by our judgments, but 
permission did he use such language to us who 
in courteousness? Who was it who called him- 
nd, though there was nothing to make me 
im as such? The phenomenon was not a case of 
Could it be the effect of the unconscious Ego, 
stand before a genuine spiritistic fact, which 
orrespondence with the beyond ? 
è language of the seventeenth communication 
d entirely. There appeared in this manifesta- 
tendency to frighten the medium ; also of 
write on topics which were entirely private, 
none but herself. She would of herself never 
m in the presence of strangers. I had pre- 
ing several questions concerning reinear- 
thers relative to my endeavours to write 
ile reading them out loud, the answers 
to me in the following terms: * Why do 
1 reading to me things which | already 
to ask ! And the invisible continued, 
the afore-mentioned private matters, 
her hand deliberately for a 
freo to resume tho writing, 
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return to our world, and she will have her reward. This is 
why she commun easily with us: having few links 
binding her to the earth her spirit is nearer to us. When 
she has joined us, which will be soon, then vou will become 
a writing medium, You will be happy then. But you have 
yourself much to expiate, many faults and imperfections of 


former existences, ! E 

J nnot answer your questions on reincarnation. You 
cannot know your other existences ; it is not per mitted to 
mortals. 

‘I tell vou again that you have written under my 
guidance, yet do not think of making much progress as long 
as the medium remains on earth. In a short time she will 
come to us, then you will take her place. 
jod does not permit the remembrance of the past, 
ions are a means Of improvement ; the oftener 


violent death, Remember my words. Good-bye 
"GIOVANNI, 

In every psychical communication there is something to 
be learned—some grain of gold to be gathered by him who 
observes critically, comparing, and forming unprejudiced 
judgments on the various messages. The genuine phe 
nomenon, be it refined or vulgar, is always of value. It can 
lead to new researches and to new discoveries as to the 
cause of the ever-returning question. 

As may well be imagined, the Ego calling itself 
‘Giovanni’ was greatly discussed amongst us, which to him 
seemed a matter of perfect indifference. This we were 
given to understand at the three last séances. At the 
seventeenth there were three of us: the Countess, myself, 
and a youth; at the eighteenth there were the same three, 
joined by Major Ungher; at the nineteenth assisted the 
Countess, Signor Hoffmann, Major Ungher, and myself. 

(f) During the seventeenth sitting the manifesting 
intelligence wrote : 

‘Tt is of no use your calling me, since you do not believe 
my words. I may be low and ignorant, but I came to be 
taught. You meet me with contempt. This is mean of you, 
it is not good. 

‘Think what you like. If I say [ am Giovanni you do 
not believe it, neither do you care if | eall myself your 
friend. 


(g) During the eighteenth séance, held the same evening, 
I had again oceasion to observe how foolish was this 
Ego, as amidst his usual silly prose he began uttering 
thoughts about God, about the medium, about himself, or 
about me. 

‘In a short time she will return to us. You shall 
soon follow her. God has permitted me to tell you of this, 
that you may prepare yourself. Do not think that I 
deceive you, say this by the permission of God. . . I 
am a spirit who lived on earth a great many years ago. . . 
My name is Notomele, Notomele, Nato ; I am a Jew. 
Notomiele, Notomiele, Natomiele.’ 

All this nonsense and humbug was of course his own ; 
there was in it no reflection of my thoughts or the thoughts 
of anyone else. 

He stuck to us as the bee to the honey—left suddenly as 
he chose with a short *I am going,’ and reappeared at the 
next séance :— 

(A) * It is still I, but you will not get me to say “I am 
ignorant.” I can but repeat what I said before: The 
medium will die soon, but you will not believe me, . ~< 

(To be continued.) 


* WANTED- A PHYSICAL MEDIUM. 


Mr. Max Rahn, of 16, Eberswalderstr, Berlin, secretary 
of the ‘Sphinx Society ` of that city, and editor of the 
Uersinntiche Welt, writes us that if any test medium for 
physical or materialising phenomena is willing to visit 
Berlin, he shall be pleased if such medium will communicate 
with him at the above address, The ‘Sphinx Society’ 
would be willing to pay a fee and travelling expenses, and to 

lium during his or her stay. Any medium 
far obli the ‘Sphinx Society, should write 
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THE SAINTS. 

It is a common error that the saints of the Roman 
Catholic Church were either romantie or more or less 
umwholesome characters. This is a mistake. It is true 
that the saints varied greatly in their characteristics and 
uses, but, as a. rule, they had to win their exalted rank by 
hard service and tremendous self-abnegation, with bnt little 
thought of saintship. They were the truly great men (or 
women) of the Chnreh ; and yet, as M. Joly takes special 
care to point out, they greatly differed from those we are 
accustomed to call ‘great.’ The life of the world's great 
man is set upon external affairs and publie triumphs ; but 
the life of the saint is an interior life. The one seeks for 
applause and depends upon it: the other, as a rule, affronts 
it and despises it. The one lives in the light of publicity : 
the other shrinks from that, and works upon the affections 
and the will from the privaey of personal feeling and 
thought. ‘Simplicity is ever a characteristic of the saints, 
even when raised to the most extraordinary states,’ and 
few things are more distasteful than the display which the 
‘great’ either affect or have thrust upon them. 

In the possession of certain characteristics, however, 
the saints of the Catholic Church have often been its 
advanee guard, its strenuous shapers of policy and con- 
trollers of affairs. In most cases, faculty has been a dis- 
tinet saintly characteristic. M. Joly is a little impatient 
with those who cherish the old delusion that the saints 
were a set of lackadaisical or hysterical persons who had 
no sort of affinity with the world or utility in it. 

They were very varied, indeed, in their leading charac- 
teristics. Some, as M. Joly says, personified active love 

: partenes pha and some personified energetic action and 
T * We contrast St. Francis 
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Very frequently, too, the 
administrator, — shrewd, 


saint was an excelle 


patient, far-seeing, firm, 
practical, and ready enough to take the initiative, 
enough, the saint was really 
a bit of An eminent Jesuit psychol 
* When God has some extraordinary mission j 
store for one of His creatures, He 
natural gifts upon him which create in him a great aptitud 
for the work.” What is that but saying that faculty find 
its way and its work by a law of its own life? 
this subject M. Joly makes, 
undoubtedly, need power from on high, to influence, as they 
do, men and the things of this world. But it is not by 
any means clear that this power is not bestowed upo 
natural gifts which must needs exist before they 
metamorphosised by sanctity. Why should not 
goodness be a matter of intelligence |” but it 
would be interesting to follow this gleam into the more 
hidden sphere of mediumship, where it is so easy to slip 
into the habit of aseribing everything cither to God or the 
Devil, while all the time we are stil! 
of ‘natural gifts. Even M. Joly 
remember that. 

That remark at once brings us to v 
condition of saintship,—the possession of what we should 
call the gift of mediumship, in some another, 
Many were familiar with clairvoyance, clairandienee, gifts 
of healing, or ecstasy, though all these were, hy the 
choicest saints, carefully watched, and even quietly sus- 
pected or jealously restrained. Undise 
to these occult powers, or the zealous pursuit of them, does 
not seem to have been a characteristic of any superior 
saint. ‘First and foremost, the saint holds that the gift 
of miracles is absolutely worthless, that it is either an 
illusion or else the greatest possible danger to its possessor, 
if it is not completely under the control of two virtues 
which are of far greater value; charity and humility. 
This is a judgment of very great value, and it applies to 
every form of mediumship. We hope that, in time, the 
distinction here suggested will take the place of the old 
distinction which postulates God or Satan where we ought 
to see only charity and humility, or self-love and pride. 
St. Theresa said, very wisely, *that we must never judge 
of a phenomenon, or a state of soul, or a way of life, by 
its beginning, but only by its continuation and principally 
by its end.’ And again: * The revelations which are from 
spiritual treasures with 


strong] 
Oft I 


a reformer, an adventurer. 
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might profitably 
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DIRECT SPIRIT WRITING. 


By GkNERAL. LirriTT, 

A long series of hindrances, not necessary to be related, 
has prevented till now the fulfilment of my promi e to 
report to you two experiments made by me in 1894, afford 
ing conclusive evidence of direct spirit writing, and one of 

them of spirit identity also, 


On July 28rd, 1894, arrived at Onset the Bangs sister 
independent slate-writers from Chicago, which is distant 
from Onset about 1,200 travelling miles. They had never 


before visited this part of the country 
The facts I am about to give are merely introductory to 
my account of the experiments. i / 
The day after their arrival I had a sitting with Mi 

May Bangs; it being the first slate séance they 
Onset. I was a total 
stranger to them both ; 
and, according to my 
invariable custom, | did 
not give her my nom: 
either orally or in writ 
ing; nor did | i 
the name of any spirit ; 
choosing to take my 
chances as to 
might come. Neverthe 
less, at this séance and 
at all the subsequent 
ones communications 
“came to me from - 
parted friends and ac 
quaintances, giving their 
names, and sometimes 
referring to facts of 
which the medium nes 
could have heard. One 
‘of them was from a 
friend who died in 
France in 1834. 
The séances wer 
d in broad day 
La table in the m 
the room, in which 
were entirely alone, 
every instance | first 
fully examined the 
always finding 
perfectly clean on 
Bides; and the 
i were both 
d and felt by me 

the slates 
by us jointly. 
never left my 
an instant, 


^ 
* 
hen I placed eet Se E 


a chair at a 
on the floor 
set, or under them. Once the signature to à com- 
1 was the name of a historical personage whom 1 
ally known in life, a name familiar to most 
ren. On seeing it Miss Bangs manifested 
e as to who he was. On my expressing my 
explained that she had been a public medium 
five years old, and ‘had had very little 
nd at another séance a slate was covered 

to me, in a beautiful Spanish band, and 
an—a language | have been long acquainted 


1ces the slates were the medium's own; 


might suggest the possibility of the 
j ared beforehand, to meet the 


I d n1 
then roughiy tore 


e from the 


carefully gummed. The 


next forenoon I had my 
sitting with Miss Bangs 
at which I told her that, 
as an experiment, I had 
written a question on 
a piece of paper which 
was in a gummed en 
velope, to see if any 
spint answer would 
come on it. She said 
she would not be sure 
that the experiment 
would succeed, + but she 


L FRANCIS J. LIPPITT was willing to try. She 


then handed me a pair 
of slates, between which, by her direction, I myself placed 
the sealed envelope. She then put round them a rubber 
band, and, standing up, hung the slates on a loop suspended 
from the ceiling at about six feet from the floor. She then 
resumed her seat, which she did not leave till the experi- 
ment was concluded. 

In about twenty minutes, more or less, she said she 
thought that something had been written on the paper : 
then, standing up, she took out the slates from the loop and 
handed them tome. Removing the rubber band, I opened 
the slates and took out from them the envelope, still 
gummed. Miss Bangs was curious to know whether the 
experiment had sueceeded, asking me to open the envelope, 
which | declined to do, She was about to take it from me 
in order to hold it up to the light, but I stopped her, saying 
she must not touch it; but I allowed her, holding it on my 
own hands, to look through it while she held a lighted match 
on the other side, and she seemed confident that something 
had been written on the paper. 
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nees attending your sitting for the pir Un Nay 
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showing them that the two pieces. exaetly matched, te 
frankly admitted that there could not have been any ehange 
inthe paper, | send them to you herewith inclosed, marker 
*A'and ‘R’ respectively. 

(Mr. Young resides, I believe, in Lowell, Massachust 
buta letter addressed to him at Onset, Mass., woul 
doubt reach him, if he is still living) 

The paper on which my question was written wes still 
folded in two. Under my question was written in pene ( 
follows 


TILES 
| ne 


(Copy) 
. My Deak Fin, The friends were all present at 
trial yesterday morning, And we tried to give you a sur 
prise that if developments prove successful will bring t° 
you the recognition of one of. great friend 
ship and guardianship, Therefore await 
the results patiently. 
| am yours, as ever, 
ü 


your 


p 


Now the writer evidently did not know 

who O D was; and at first. blush 
it would seem to be a false. personation, 
But it must be remembered that most of 
these spirit writings are manifestly written 
under dictation ; the writer often, but im- 
properly, affixing the signature of the 
communicating spirit ; and even sometimes 
adding matter of his own, And it should 
be noted that in this ease, as will be seen, 
the answer was substantially true. 
Y The important fact now to be added 
i» that at the foot of the answer is ap- 
pended, in a different hand, a writing 
which reads as follows : 


Papa, I subseribe my lines to you this morning. 
Carnie. 


That is to say, that my daughter, to whom nestion 
was addressed as 0— — D-——, as if to indorse the substance 
ae, comes and identifies herself as the veritable 

Tt was not till after this that T went to the pher 
to look at the picture. Several faces were png ap 
that I recognised, 


would come 


A few days afterw: at a séance with 
- 3*T t: wi Mes in DE 
of the cabinet, expressing hp tothe nager ! 


che ceireumsba 

re father will write you on his return 
t kindness N believe me, very re peeltully 

| > n * Yun 

(Signed) Frornexcr H Vang i 

[ 


am su Phanking i | 
again for you OH 
| had never before. heard of the writer whose Joy 
showed her to be à daughter of the Mt Riddle in qui tion 
Let me now 
from Mrs Bartlett six letters on the- 
unabated interest 1n M that in one of them 
her father, on his return. from Ohio, fully recognised 4), 
face as that of his deceased wife, and that I afterward Moy 
Mrs Bartlet and her sisters in Wa hington, who all de me 
their recognition of the face in the preture, and 
manifested gront 


state, in passing, that I afterward rece) 
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‘iv mother 
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photograph of her taken 
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Mountains, and tool 
the spirit photograph, | 
photographer of the pl 
decided sceptic as te ‘spit photographs, 
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number of them himself. 
the pictures to his os 
deliberately examining them with the aid 
of a magnifying glass, ho said * Ml Lean 
say is that the (wo pictures are of the same person, T then 
asked. him, if any photographer had in his possession the 
picture with the full face, would he be able, from it, to give 
the three-quarter view as seen in the other photograph ! 
His answer was ‘Decidedly not. 
1 enclose herewith my letter of Beptember and to Mrs 
Bartlett (marked x Dy which, at my request, she afterwards 
returned id. to whieh is appended the photographer's 
rao, of what I have above stated, 
obtained hy this experiment : 
writing made under conditions 
rof fraud, or, on the other hand, of 
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ning the alnton | took oul ihe o 
Qn opening "n anvelopa l found er 
the sixteen sheets, which T sond f 
respectively ahedef ghi ime ZUR herewith, mu tail 

On returning. to my lo pq. 

Colonel Mallory and My, ike 
the same sheets they had son 
that? the whole thing was pattie sr, in the envelope, and 

Ip in worthy of. remark a a able, 
diferent. Wero they the Ba: T! 
knows! Again, are the d 


ope, still summed, 
if on every one of 


lxi 
Kings T showad the sheets to 


who admitted them to be 
n me 


I handwritings were all 
Of sixteen spirits ? Who 


"ig fi "in 9 `: 
knows? As l'or myself, | do d * all forgeries |) Who 
"fon! quite certain that they 
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E M. PDA E, mbleos her handwriti i li ' Ell 
Mor p fe T ng m alli 
Morris (paper * e) will recall to my pe d uma d AM i 
Russel Wallace the conelusive proof of ‘cage friend. Alfver 
through a medium in Washingtor wr identity given 
country, Now, Ella Morris pa i 
Wallace's departure and | had eni 
and gertaluly not since the Meis of the B ; 
Onset, Phal name, therefore BENIN, ie Bangs sisters ni 
from my own mind, Then fi , inve not been copied 
writing * Many thank n whence did it comet The 
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] nd NL ms be) From the style of the writing 

E ond Om : Wpliyed, I felt satisfied of its authen 

1 ately sent the slates. ; Pe Rage 

tement of the cir ex, accompanied by a 

ne, to the ' E. Y umating under which the writing 

B umilo of it : FAN Herald, whieh promptly published 
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referred, was to this that his thanks evidently 
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Peinally, as to the sic . 
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(papera). He was Preside : ES . : 
to 182). When | es nt of the United States from 


am finaneial problems sure 


9 i à small hoy, | we 'esented t 
en, " the Ww “a Eo l y» was presenter ü 
im n hite House ; but 1 have no reason to believe 


hat he ever heard f me bef i 
WF me before " ; i s 
. improbable that Ay "sd Pes AE Serm 
through Mi Bangs, 
it is © matter of kn wled 
parents, after e 
rinterest in thi 


should come and write his name 


i ge with many Spiritualists 
erp spirit life, do not usually lose 
© children left behind ; that on the eon 
(thoy often Visit them in some mode or other ; and that 
sometimes the ense with grandparents, Now for those 
; tartuin this belief the fact 1 am about to state will 
h tdiminish thea priori improbability of the signature 
mutne, — lor many years past one of John Quincy 
Rründsons has been a warm personal friend of my 
üghter (and mine from her infaney) ; the intimacy 
E long before his wife's death, when she was a fre 
| welcome guest of the family, and continued to 
ant time, . 
lei ving all this aside, T have compared the signature 
l nnd Adams's signature to an autograph letter 
he ; n the € ongressional Library, whieh, with Mr. 
Us Kind permission, | have just bad photographed, 
ith the writing in question, 1 send you herewith 
BVP (markod "(Uy An examination will show, I 
Í resemblance in the handwriting, with two 
erepaneios, the most important. of whieh 
the autograph and in the signature in 
the autograph was written in 1521, in ink, 
ded pen, the writing now in question 
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weumulation of testimonies that the genuineness of spirit 
Phenomena can be established, 
nanom J. LirriTT, 
Washington, D.C, October 1th, 1805, 
[All the papers, &e, referred to by General Lippitt are 
lying at the otce of * Liaw, and may be inspected by any 


friends who may wish to see them. Kn. * Lior,” 


BLACK MAGIC: ITS FACTS AND FICTIONS.* 


The facts of Modern Spiritualism may be said to create a 
certain presumption in favour of the old histories of magical 
art, which art, taken in ite practical aspect, relates, in the 
main, to a method of communicating with spirita, aceording 
to à pres vibed mode The condition of such eommunica 
tion vary with times and places, but have always general 
features of reacmblance, Whatever real results may have 
proceeded from it, and assuming, even that the will of the 
operator, fortified and exalted by eeremonies, perfumes, and 
ineantations, did exercise a certain control over some sorts 
of spirits, it is not Tess sure that the praetiee is grounded 
invariably on à theory more or low repugnant to modern 
reason, The doctrine of an inherent virtue in certain words 
and signe to which ceremonial magie is by its nature com 
mitted, will occur to most of us ns offending in this way 
We observe here one important difference between the 
method adopted in the aéanee-room and that of the magical 
oratory, Tf there he any way in nature for communicating 
with unseen intelligences, that adopted hy Spiritualists seems 
to be Nature's own. Tf there be one which, possible or not, 
does violence to the sanity of Nature, it bs thet of magic, a5 
it is given in so-called rituals and grimoires, As in pro 
cedure, so in the results. recorded, the distinction between 
Spiritualism and magie bs all in. favour of the former, The 
purpose of the one is to esthblish a bond of union between 
the two great families of humanity, that whieh has been 
gathered into the house of the Father, and that which is still 
on the way The purpose of this other has no such human 
interest to justify it, [t makes no real claim to enter into 
communion with the departed, for even what is termed 
necromancy seems te deal only with the ghost, shade, or 
semblance of humanity, and not with the veal man, Asa 
rule, magie, et hypothesi, is occupied with non human entities, 
of whieh there are many kinds recognised in the * hierarchy,’ 
and, in spite of certain claims, we discern nothing approach 
ing the justification whic h gives its warrant to Modern 
Spiritualism. Finally, the most unprograssad visitants to 
the scance-room are human, are still our brethren, and their 
faults bear our own likeness; but magie, stil] ar hypothe, 
deals with virtually unknown beings, i5 always anticipating 
danger from the experiment, always on its guard against. it, 
and by the common evidence of its entire literature seems 
to have no certain, or at least only some comventional and 
arbitrary, way of distinguishing between good and evil, Add 
to this thata very large braneh of magie js dedicated to 
deliberate communication with evil spirits, and this brings 
us round tothe work on Black Magie and on Pacts which 
hns given oceasion to these informal remarks, and in which 
much of their warrant will be found. 

lt may be dificult to say whether Mp, A, R, Waite has 
made his most important contribution to the study of occult 
literature in this his latest book, but it is at Joast the most 
elaborate in treatment along its own lines, as it i» also the 
most sumptuous in appena tcr. hy Vos somewhat sensational 
title a correct idea of the subject 15 scarcely afforded. Mr. 
Waite, as it is needless to say, does not intend to provide a 
course of specific instruction in the. practico of diabolism. 
What he does give us is a very close and exhaustive study of 
the printed literature of ‘theargic ceremonial ay it js called 
in technical phraseology, with sidelights from rare documents 
in the British Museum and elsewhere The putt is, in the 
vical, eritival, and bibliogtapical, ay rogans its 


second part Hn. Waite oe digests, and. Pur- 
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of goétic ritualsand grimoires. Here, again, it is unnecessary 
tosay that he does not design to facilitate the practical appli- 
cation of such processes, nor does he, indeed, come before us 
as an advocate of the efficacy of the ceremonials, though he 
writes from the occult standpoint, To cite his own words, ‘the 
chief purpose of the present investigation is to. place within 
reach of those persons who are “ transcendentally inclined,” 
the fullest evidence of the vanity of ceremonial magic, as it 
is found in books. We ave therefore dealing neither with 
a revised and enlarged grimoire, nor with a mere compila- 
tion, but with a learned inquiry which has an interest out 

side that of the bibliophile. M& Waites own position is 
that true magical procedure, the existence and validity of 
which, where properly approached and understood, he 
cannot well challenge, as a student of ‘the occult, is the 
'seeret' of the esoteric fraternities, and he carefully 
classifies and distinguishes the elements, true and false, which 
have entered into the ostensible literature of the subject. 

It is dificult in a brief space to give a summary of the 
results of the inquiry, and much of it, of course, lies outside 
the interests of practical Spiritualism. We may cite, 
however, a few of the points which he establishes. So far 
as regards the literature, he entirely dissolves the time- 
honoured distinction between black and white magie. All 
extant rituals, he tells us, ave ‘tainted with black magie in 
the same way that every idle word is tainted with the 
nature of sin. The distinction between white and black 
magic is the distinction between the idle and the evil word, 
The affirmation here quoted from the preface is the subject 
of a special section in the body of the work, and the evidence 
in support of it is there given at length. In fact, the 
removal of this interesting distinction may be regarded as 
the thesis of the work. 

Over and above this, there are, however, many im- 
portant points of a bibliographical character. Mr. Waite 
takes in their order nearly all the known rituals and 
‘grimoires’ of magie, under the three heads of transcen- 
dental, composite, and goetie, and devotes much research to 
their literary history, with a view to determine their origin. 
The most famous of all is, no doubt, that which is known 
under the name of the ‘Key of Solomon.’ Some of our 
readers may remember that this work was edited from 
several MSS. by Mr. S. M. Mathers, who accepted (a) the 
Hebrew origin of the ritual, and (4) its ascription to the 
King of Israel. Mr. Waite, while doing full justice to the 
pains which were taken by Mr. Mathers in preparing his 
edition, disposes altogether of these particular views. 
Another well-known document is that called the ‘Enchiridion 
of Pope Leo, which was accepted as the work of that Pontiff 
by no Jess an authority on occultism than Eliphas Lévi. 
Here Mr. Waites experience again enables him to demon- 
strate the spurious nature of this «upposititious collection. 

* Magical Elements, or ' Heptameron, which ever since 
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FREE-WILL AND NECESSITY 


Mrs. Besant gives the theosophieal solution of the 
Free-will problem in the November ‘Theosophical Review; 
As she always does, she writes very eloquently and 
fervently, and she evidently believes that she has found the 
true solution, and that it lies in a nutshell. We fear that 
in this, as in some other matters, Mrs. Besant is a little too 
sanguine, 

Her argument briefly stated is this: Our feelings tell 
us that we have liberty of choice, but reason shows us that 
we are compelled to choose certain things by our desires, 
against which our will struggles in vain, Will and desire, 
therefore, are different things. Desire belongs to the lower 
nature; will to the higher. Desire is engendered by, and 
deals with, the things of this world ; but will is the attribute 
of Deity. Every man has in him a spark of Deity, and 
consequently possesses a spark of that attribute of Deity, 
The chief characteristic of will is ‘spontaneity’ while the 
chief characteristic of desire is that it compels us to aet 
against our will, or without our will. Desire fetters us; 
will makes us free. Now, as man develops and progresses, 
he gradually ceases to be absorbed in material things ; and 
desire, which relates to those things, becomes feebler, and 
loses its power of coercion ; while at the amne time, the 
divine spark in him constantly grows brighter and 
bigger, and therefore will— spontaneous, Godlike will—in- 
creases. The end of the process, and the theosophieal 
solution of the problem, being that Desire, the cause of 
compulsion or Necessity, finally disappears leaving Will, 
which is by its very nature ‘spontaneous’ and free, in 
undisputed possession of the field. a 

This decrease of desire and evolution of will may be 
quite true, but it does not touch the problem of Freewill; 
in fact, it would almost seem that Mrs. Besant does not 
quite understand that problem, if she really means to 
present her thesis as its solution. The crux of the 
diffieulty in regard to Free-will is now seen to lie in the 
origin of ‘motives, and the whole matter is frequently put 
into the short statement that we are free to choose how we 
shall act, but not free to choose the motives which actuate 
us. Weare free to choose as we like, but not free to like as 
we choose. It is left to us to select the means, but the ends 
are shaped for us by the very nature of our bodies and 
minds. Now, it isa somewhat remarkable thing that Mrs. 
Besant does not employ the word ‘motive’ at all, nor the 
word ‘purpose, which has in this ease a similar reference. 
Motive and purpose are inseparable, both from wishes which 
spring from our animal nature, and from those which come 
from our higher or spiritual nature ; and had Mrs. Besant 

would have been bound to perceive 
of our higher natures, which she 
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Energy, as far as we can judge at present, is ‘spontaneous,’ 
and acts without mot ive or purpose ; and she transfers that 
| attribute to will, the very essence of which, in reality, is 
| motive or purpose. Not to will something when one wills, 
| isa contradiction ; since to will nothing is not to will at all. 
. This mistake is not unlike saying that the expansion of the 
steam in the boiler of a locomotive is the engine-driver, and 
yet that this driver pulls the levers and opens the valves 
‘spontaneously, or without motive, since he is perfectly 
free to do anything. Surely the coining of such phrases as 
‘directive energy ' and ‘spontaneous will’ neither hides nor 
excuses the confounding of energy, which is conceivable 
only as impersonal, with will, which is inconceivable except 
as the attribute of a personality. 
Mrs. Besant, when she makes energy directive, and will 
spontaneous, simply recurs to the ancient and rather shaky 
metaphysie that made ‘intelligent energy’ synonymous 
— with ‘divine will, both of them being theological postulates, 
hypotheses put forward by priest-philosophers in order to 
explain the inexplicable. But even if those things exist, 
are one, that fact does not save the theosophical Deity 
— from the necessity of acting with a purpose, or from a 
— motive of some kind -the triumph of the Theosophical 
- Society, the establishment of the Brotherhood of Man, the 

olution of all Nature, or some other controlling purpose 
“that would be ‘adequate’ to account for his action, and 
‘thus save him from any impious suspicion of idiocy that 
s. Besant’s solution of the Free-will problem might unfor 
unately suggest. 


THE BLIND) SEE: 


Th his ‘Old Diary Leaves,’ in the November ‘Theo- 
ophist, Colonel Olcott gives an interesting account of 
how he restored the sight of a blind man by mesmeric 
atment :— 

e (at Bhagulpur) I met Babu Baidyanath Bannerji, 
y blind patient of Calcutta, whose sight I restored, as the 
will probably remember. Well, I found him again 
His restored sight lasted only six months and then 
ut, and the pall of black night again descended upon 
before, a boy now led him into my presence, and 
d up into my face with that inexpressibly touching 
on that one finds in the eyes of the sightless ones. I 
sorry, and not altogether hopeful of being able to 
good. However, | drew him into the room, kept him 
and began the same course of manipulation that I 
ed so successfully two years before, I touched 
points to his closed eyes, sometimes those of one 
times of both ; when it was the former it was the 
that I held to the eyes and the left was laid on 
the neck. Then I made passes before the eyes 
w and, finally, breathed gently on the eyeballs 
tube. All the while, of course, I was willing 
strength that the sight should be restored, 
gon for a half hour, I was at last rejoiced to 
; ‘Is that a table behind you?’ It 
vceforward and by degrees the blessed light 
) his darkened orbs, until he could at 
very object in the room. Ah, if you could 
smile that spread over his features 
have stood there, as I did, amazed at the 


school as long as he thinks it desirable ; but not at the same 
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print with one eye and see a bed of flowers at some distance 
with the other. On this second occasion, two years later, 
I made it possible for him, after a bare half-hour's treat- 
ment, to read the smallest type in a newspaper and, of 
course, to distinguish. every object within the range of 
ordinary vision. [t is true—as [ learned subsequently- 
that his sight failed him a second time, but only after twice 
the number of months that it had before. This made me 
believe that if I could have had the patient under constant 
treatment for, say, six months, the optic nerves would have 
been restored to normal function, and the eure completed. 
The lesson to professional healers is that they should never 
despair if there should be a relapse after a first success, 


The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by corre- 
sponde nts and sometimes publishes what he ds snot agree with 
for the purpose of presenting views that may elicit discussion. 

Transmigration and Evolution. 

Nir, — Mr, Scouller invites attention to certain arguments 
in favour of the doctrine of reincarnation, and although 
many may think with St. Augustine of old that it is not 
given to ‘mortal man’ to know the truth, yet it may 
possibly be the duty of ‘mortal man’ to try and find out. 
At all events, it must be his duty to carefully examine 
the evidence ‘brought forward by those who at least 
think they know, either pro or con. Mr. Seouller 
says, and very truly, that ‘the origin of the human 
soul has been much debated from the time of the 
early Christian Fathers,’ and then proceeds to express his 
disbelief in some theories and his confidence in others. 
Mr. Scouller remarks that he does not know if the oppo- 
nents of reincarnation have any definite theory as to the 
origin of the human soul, but that ‘if they adopt the theory 
that the soul originates with the body, then the conclusion 
is irresistible that it must also perish with the body? Mr. 
Scouller knows that the latter does not happen, however, 
and continues, ‘hence, we have presumptive evidence that 
it must have had a prior existence. This is one of Mr. 
Scouller’s reasons for believing in reincarnation, but is it of 
much moment, for are we not all agreed that there is but on- 
source of life—the Everlasting Father? That the entire 
universe throbs with life? That there is no death! That 
what has been ignorantly termed death is but a change of 
form? That it is the particular environment which dies 

or changes—and not the life itself? That it is the 
environment which determines the life manifestation ! 

That all individualised life, as springing from one eternal 

source, may be said to have had a pre-existence ! 

Parents undoubtedly transmit life to their children, but 
Mr. Seouller says the idea that they transmit the souls also 
‘is untenable.” He does not tell us why, unfortunately, and 
he may be right ; but ean anyone, and of ascertained know- 
ledge, sharply define the difference between life, soul, spirit ! 
Presently Mr. Scouller informs us that we ‘must look upon 
the world as a living, sentient being, of whom man is the 
highest product, of whom, in fact, humanity may be regarded 
as the soul.” 

This almost suggests the transmission of soul from 
father to son. 

One word in defence of Darwin, Mr. Scouller quarrels 
with his use of the word ‘descent, and pronounces his 
doctrine to be ‘ralieally wrong.’ Does Mr, Scouller suppose 
that Darwin conceived man to be an inferior creature to the 
ape?! His remarks lean to that conclusion. Do we not 
speak of our descendants without attaching any thought of 
inferiority} Ascent and descent are, in this connection 
interchangeable terms. 

And now, as to the school question and its bearing on 
reincarnation. A wise father will certainly keep his son at 


nd not in the same country very often, knowing 
we to be derived from sojourning ina strange 
earth life to spirit life may surely be 

me a this direction, and 
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blotted out, and the 


previous incarnations is as a rule 
individual has no remembrance of past follies or mistakes to 
profit by 
Lastly 
existence of the soul, what did He mean when He said to the 
people: “ Before Abraham was, I am Well, can we be 
quite sure that this somewhat ungrammatic al phrase ever 
fell from His lips ¢ Leannot ; and even if uttered, it may have 
had some other significance. Jesus may have meant that the 
truths for which He stood, of which He was the embodi 
ment, had existed from all time * BrpsToN 


“Tf Jesus did not teach the doctrine of the pre 


Immortality—or Not? 

Stk, —ÀAs one who was present at the debate between Mr 
Long and Mr. Waldron on ‘The Immortality of Man. 
reported in your columns, l crave a little space to aeal 
with one point in that discussion 

Mr. Longs opponent got perhaps his most effective 
weapon against Spiritualism from the armoury of Spiritual- 
ism itself. He quoted from Mr. Stainton Moses’ ‘Spirit 
Teachings’ the statement that by continued persistence in 
evil the spirit may undergo final and absolute extinction. 

I care not who teaches such a doctrine, I think the 
majority of Spiritualists will be with me when I stigmatise 
it as immoral, irrational, and unscientific. It is a gross piece 
of atavism, and has apparently passed into spiritualistic 
tenets in the same way as, in the past, fragments of old ritual 
and belief were retained by newer religious systems, as a 
concession to the converts from the older faith. Tt is a mere 
sop to the clerical Cerberus. 

Your able correspondent *Q. V. has shown that the 

doctrine is illogical from the standpoint of advanced 
spiritual science, and the sooner it is expunged from the 
teachings of Spiritualism the better. |t gives the lie to the 
gospel of immortality for all, and even on the ground of 
policy is an offence, for it affords occasion to the enemy, as 
in the debate referred to. D. G. 
SOCIETY WORK. 
LONDON SrrgrPCALIST ÜowrERENCE.— On Sunday next 
we shall hold a conference in the Temperance Hall, White- 
postlane, Manor Park, E. In the morning, weather per- 
mitting, an open-air meeting, to commence at ll a.m. ; 
conference at 3 p.m.—M. Cress, Secretary 

HzwLEv HALL, HENLEY-STREET, BATTERSEA PARK-ROAD.— 
The platform was oecupied last Sunday by Miss MacCreadie, 
who gave a stirring address, full of good advice, followed by 
sixteenelairvoyant descriptions, fourteen of which were fully 

ied. On Sunday next our platform will be occupied 
by Mr. Davis. Friday, Mr King, Theosophist.—H.B. 
4, MEREINGTON-ROA b, ST. Ósw ALD s-Roa p, West BROMPTON. 
—On Sanday morning last the guides of Miss Porter, Mr. 
Lowenthal, and Mr. Sherwood furnished a very instructive 
evening. Next Sunday, December 4th, at 
Sherwood will lecture on the law of healing, 
demonstration ; psychometry by Miss Findlay ; music. 
Silver collection. 
Noxra Loxpox Srreirvauists’ Society, 14, Stroup 
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sincere workers in the enause The former | 
earnest address on the subject of Capital Pu 
Mrs. Weedemeyer gave advice on he lth t 
and another control described a number of sj 
among the audience, nearly all of whom wer 
Next Sunday, Mr. J. Adams and Miss Piet point 

South Lonpon Sprerru A LISTS! Missston, SURREY Ma T 
HALL, CAMBERWELL New-koap, S.E.—Our Sunday mornir 
circle was well attended. At our evening meeting, whi 
was crowded before the hour announced for commencement 
Mr. Long OMA eh * Dr. Coit and Common-Sense Telepat! 
and showed the audience that Dr. Stanton Coit, when dea 
ing with telepathy, was speaking on a i neern 
which he had yet much to learn. Next nday, at 11 an 
publie circle as usual; at 3 pm., chil is Lyceum 
630 p.m. Mr. W. E. Long, ‘Can a il. be Damned 
8 pam, eirele for members and associa VERAX 

STOKE NEWINGTON SPIRITUAL SOCIETY, BLANCHE Han 


99, WIESBADEN-ROAD, STOKE NEWINGTON-ROAD, N. (near 
Alexander Theatre)—-On Sunday last, our President 
‘Evangel,’ gave an excellent address, followed by an experi 
ence meeting for members, which proved very helpfu 
Next Sunday, Mr. Peters. Monday, at 5 pan, at 

Bouverie rvad, circle for members ; medium, J. A. White 
Thursday, at S p.m., at 59, Barratt's-gr On Wednesday 


the 7th inst at 7.30 pm., an entertainment and dance wi 
be given at the above hall : chairman, T. Everitt, Esq. Mrs 
Everitt, Mr. and Mrs. Morse, Mr. and Mrs. Vango, Mis 


MacCreadie, and Mr. J. Robertson (from Glasgow), amongst 


others, are expected to be present. Tickets, Is. to be 
obtained at 37, Kursley-road, or at the Hall. 

Cavenpisn Rooms, 51, MORTIMER-STREET, W. — Miss 
Rowan Vincent delivered an address fore a crowded 
audience at these rooms on Sunday last, taking for her 
subject, ‘Spiritualism : Imposture, Delusi wr Fact.’ Miss 


lanations of the 
v and complete- 
(1) fail to 
occurrences of 
itside governing 


Vincent reviewed some of the so-called ex 
phenomena, and with her aceustome«d abi! 
ness showed how lamentably the expla: 
adequately account for these phenomena 
the séance room, which plainly evince an 
intelligence. During the course of her access the speaker 
referred to her experiments with the ‘Ouija, and read an 
interesting communication which she and a friend had 
received by the Ouija board. At the conclusion ef the 
address, Miss Vineent gave twelve clairvoyant descriptions, 
the first five of which were immediately recognised and of 
the remaining seven three were pronounced accurate, The 
audience showed their hearty appreciation of the able efforts 
of Miss Rowan Vincent, to whom the Marylebone Association 
are once again much indebted. Next Sunday, at 7 p.m., Mr. 
J. J. Morse, trance address: ‘Spiritualism : Phenomenal, 
Educational, and Religious.'— L.H. 


THE HOLY SHROUD. 


The Holy Shroud of Turin is reproduced in two ashe 
ments to the Christinas number of ‘The Photogram. The 
larger puce is 20in. by 5Jin., and is intended for fram- 


ing. The Holy Shroud has ed for centuries in 
Turin, is now in the Chapel of Turin Cathedral, and 
is believed to be the veritable in which the body of 


i he ] by 
i When 


E NOW READY. 


“48 SPIRITUALISM TRUE? | 


Every investigator, truthseeker, and Spiritualist 
should order 


A COPY OF THE DEBATE 
q qu in LEEDS, on SEPTEMBER 13ih and 14th, 1898, 


BETWEEN 
n MR A. J. WALDRON (London), 
MR. G. H. 


AND 
Editor of * THE TORCH.” 


Í 


L 
BIBBINGS (Nottingham), 


" 
fee SIXPENCE; by post SEVENPENCE. Orders should be sent 
TI yo Mawacer, "Tug Tonen,” 3, Grafton-street, LEEDS. 

B—The Debates of ten years ago are of no assistance to the 


Of to day. The class of argument is quite different. We are not 
A but moving quickly. Keep up-to-date, 


DOES GOD CARE? 


econd and Revised Edition is now ready. One Shilling. 


DONDON: ELLIOT STOCK, and all Booksellers; 
Do t free from J. Pace Horrs, South Norwood Hill, London. 


RCHES IN THE PHENOMENA 
OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By SIR WILLIAM CROOKES, F.R.S., 


the British A= n, 1898; President of the Society for 
sycl l Research, 1898. 


the following Treatises reprinted from the ‘Quarterly 
Jonrnal of Science.’ 


ed in the Light of Modern Science; 
of a New Force, some further experi- 
se. With sixteen Illustrations and Diagrams, 
beyond all doubt the reality of the Phenomena. 
orce and Modern Spiritualism.’ A reply to the ‘Quarterly 
and other critics, to which is added Correspondence upon 
nter's asserted Refutation of the Anthor's Experimental 
the Existence of a hitherto Undetected Force, with two 


*Lionr,' 110, Sr. Marty's Laxe. W.C. 


JOHN PAGE HOPPS. 


ES or RELIGION asp MORALITY. 
Twenty Lessons. Second edition. One Shilling. 
ASIS OF BELIEF IN A FUTURE 
Bixpence. 

WRITTEN DURING FORTY 


BLE AFTER DEATH! New 
Remarks, anda Reply. Sixpence. 
HETS OF THE OLD 


| Now Ready. 
Reprint of the Memorial Edition. 
SPIRIT TEACHINGS 


Through the Mediumship of William 
Stainton Moses (M.A., Oxon.) 


Passive Writing. 


By Automatic or 


WITH A BIOGRAPHY BY CHARLTON T. SPEER 
And Two Full-page Portraits. 


Faith, 
Teaching 
aicide and its 


Consequence 
Treatment 

volume contains ma ting 
iri t autobiographical 


as connected the message 
iving many details of personal experience, 


Handsomely bound in Cloth Gilt, 324pp., demy 8vo, 
price 3s. 6d. net, or post free, 3s. 10d. 

Members and Associates of The London Spiritualist Alliance 
will be supplied with copies at 2s. 6d. each, or post free 
for 2s. 10d. 

OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, 
LONDON, W.C. 


SURPLUS VOLUMES OF ‘LIGHT’ FOR 
SALE 


TE have a few handsomely-bound half-roan surplus Volumes 
\ of * Licur’ for Sale, at very low prices. As will be seen 
below, the number for sale is very small, and after these are 
disposed of no more copies will be available for sale purposes. 


BOUND VOLUMES. 


Price. ice. 
966 2 volumes of 1891. ....... 7 6 
90]|1 x : e756 
escsec|? > @7 0 


Carriage paid in nited Kingdom. Carriage abroad extra. 


We have also a few Unbound Volumes of ‘ Licut,’ as 
follows :— 
UNBOUND VOLUMES. 


Price, 
1 volume of 1888. 4 volumes of 1892....... 9 5 0 
2 X 1890., 4 5 1895... @ 6 0 
1 ~ 1591.. 


Carriage paid in United Kingdom. Carriage abroad extra. 
Orrick or 'Lromr, 110, Sr. Marriy’s Lase, W.C. 


REMAINDERS OF BOOKS FOR SALE. 


. THE HAUNTED HOMES AND FAMILY TRADITIONS 


of Great Britain. By John H. Ingram. Illustrated. Published at 
7s, 6d. ; handsome cloth, 640pp., 4a., post free. 


| THE GEONT WORLD, By T. F. Thiselton . Contains 
on 


Soul's Exit at Death, Ghosts Wander, 
Second 


ern T ee 


ow 4/4 Ma 


L I G H T. : [December 3, 1898, 


STANDARD BOOKS SUPPLIED TO ORDER FOR CASH ONLY. 


Post free from the Office of * Licur, 110, Sr. Martin’s LANE, W.C., at the prices quoted, 


Remittances must accompany orders, otherwise they cannot be sent. 


‘Astrology.’ An Easy and Comprehensive sik Geers of the Ages.’ Ancient, Medieval, and 
Treatise on the Influence of the Heavenly Bodies and the | Modern Spiritualism. By J. M. PkEnLES. Tracing the Pheno. 
Methods of Casting Horoscopes. Compiled and Arranged from the mena of Spiritualism through India, Egypt, Phenieia, Syria, Persia 
Works of the Masters of the Middle n and William Lilly, with Greece, Rome, down to Christ's time. 276pp.. 5s. 4d., post free. d 
the Corrections and Emendations of Their Disciples, Bringing the Science ~ > mm 1 a a 
of Divination to Date. By ELLEN H. Bennett, Royal crown Svo, |‘ A fter Her Death.’ The Story of a Summer, 
880pp., cloth, 12s. 10d., post free. R IR t of By Likra Waiting. Cloth, 8s. 6d., post free. 
D 3 Moses ic “i ————— e ^ : 
eal Ghost Stories. A Revised Reprint of | z ; ¥ mer x pov 
i uA Nus Fue Buchen af the E of | uman Magnetism ; or, How to Hypnotise, 
Reviews,’ 1891-92. With new Introduction, By W. T. STRAD. Crown A Practical Handbook for Students of Mesmerism. By Professor 
gvo., cloth, 5a. 3d., post free. James Coates. With ten plates, showing induction of phenomena 
DER r T 0 experimental and curative. Cloth, ds. 4d., post free. " 
[otters from Julia; or, Light from the M — 
Borderland.’ A Series of Messages as to the Life Beyond the | ' (Crystal Gazing and the Wonders of Clair- 
Grave, Received by Automatic Writing from One who has Gone Before. | voyance.’ Embracing Practical Instructions in the Art, History, 
With a Preface by W. T.STRAD. 2s 2d., post free, à and Philosophy of this ancient Science. Illustrated with diagrama, By 
TY " e 1 shi "Q Jonw MELVILLE To which is appended an abridgment of Jacob Dixon's 
DOW through a mp OF anes. * Hygienic Clairvoyance,’ with various extracts and original notes. Crown 
. Tappan,’ Com y-four Discourses, y- bs. 3d., pe. 
m Roms, and ‘Twelee Extracts desenptive of Facts concerning the 8vo, s. Sd, post froe. E - 
t-World and Communion between it and the Earth-Plane. Cloth ‘ Ipi 32 76 ia Fy 1 1 
elt ith Pra cf Asn, p. Gis post fre Co Ue oe ee eol eis 
, he Philoso shy of Mesmerism and Electrical through Mr. David Duguid, the Glasgow Trance-Painting Medium. With 
Psychology.’ By Joux Bover Dons, The Secret Revealed by an Appendix contaming communications from the Spirit Artists, Ruisdal 


which all may know how to Experiment without an Iastructor. Cloth, and Steen, 


Bn o . ; ‘Hermes, a Disciple of Jesus? His Life and 
he Elements of Hypnotism : the Induction, Missionary Work, together with Incidents in the Life of Jesus, 
Phenomena, and Physiology of Hypnosis, Its Dangers and Value.’ Sequel to ‘Hafed.’ 450pp. 4s. ye i 

Svo, 270pp. Cloth, 5a, ‘A simple account of the nature and effects ‘Mesie, White and Black : or, the Science of 


; ; 1 Finite and Infinite Life, containing Practica! Hints for Student 
seventeen Illustrations showing Experiments. of Occultism.’ By FRANZ HARTMANN, M.D, Oloth. 6s. 4d, 


* Å Catechism of Palmistry.’ The Sciences of — T” "y 

" ‘ : : , y 

irognomy ani Chiromancy at in the form of over 600 Amal Magnetism. By ALFRED BINET and 

Questions and Answers. By Ipa ELLIS. Illustrated by ten plates. The OmannLEs FERE (Assistant Physician to the Salpêtrière), 

teachings of the well-known Blackpool Palmist. Cloth, 2s. 9d.. post free Poo M uc “ee Ses in T apaning Pomp L E "a 

v ae +1. » E ism—Modes o! roducin. nosis—Syrmptomsa o! 

‘Mhe Book of Dreams and Ghosts. By The Hy notic iate aey r VERE of Hy bons General Study of 
Anprew Laxe. Cloth, és, Suggestion—Hallucinations—Suggestions of Movements and of Acts— 

on, : ^ z " Paralysis by Suggestions: Anwsthesia—The Application of Hypnotism 

e Place of Death in Evolution.’ By | to Pherapeiitics and Education—Hypnotism and Responsibility. vo, 


Nuwatax | Suyra. Cloth, hn. post free. We Tm 878 pp. Cloth, illustrated, 5s. 4d. - apne 
‘Mhe Tarot’: Its Occult Signification, Use in | ‘f}ebatable Land between this World and the 


Next.’ With illustrative narrations. By Ronurn" DALB Owen, 
EM Second Edition. Orown 8vo 7s. 6d. 
b 
d 
Mental and Bodily Vigour.’ By AmTHUR Lovent. Contents: | ‘ (^as Language of the Hand. A com- 
ete practical work on the Sciences of Cheirognomy and Oheiro- 
oi 
Marks. uctions of famous hands, &c, ontaining i lustrations of 
hought Photo 
“Mhe Lay of Psychic Phenomena,’ A working 
Ther Taomsox Jay HUDSON. Ca 4 post. free. 


b92pp. 4s. 


‘ Ps 
pen ae igour, Power of Will and How to Cuitivate, 
oo, Use Abuse, Concentration, its Secret Strength, mancy, containing the System, Rules, and Experience of Cheiro, the 
co cpm How to Use It. By AnTHUR LovELL. Cloth, the ul scientific inven the a tus for * 
8s. 9d., post quis ud Register of Cerebral aé c edition, crown ‘to, cloth, 


ychie Philosophy as the Foundation of a 
Note by ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACR, D.C.L,, LL.D., F.R.S. 8vo, 942pp. 
Manners, dec, Cloth, 2a. 3d. post free. celebrated Palmist. | With Portrait, frontispiece, fifty-five full-page 
‘Desearches in the Phenomena of : Spiritual- e 
LU ism.’ 7.5 gaiiean Crooxns, F.R.S. cloth 


Religion of Natural By V. 0. Deserts, with Introductory 
bs. 4d., post free. 
; or, the ill’ ~ What it is, How to illustrations, and over two hundred engravin, Lines, Mounts, and 


